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At the point that Katherine Stinson ventured north of the 49th parallel to 

do demonstration flying in Canada in mid-1916, she was recognized as 

one of the world’s leading female aviators.  Her admirers were delighted 

she excelled in a field that earlier had been viewed as the sole domain of 

male pilots.  At only just 100 pounds she was a mere slip of a thing, but 

everything else about her was larger than life!       
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The aviatrice’s radiant smile!  The attractive attire!  The handkerchief that 

she often held in her hand!  These key elements of her public persona are 

front and centre in the title page MADE IN CANADA postcard. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

In the upper postcard mailed from Brandon on August 31 1916, Katherine 

is reported as having been conferred the aboriginal name “Kinyauhdiwe” 

which translates to, “the girl who flies and returns.”  Actually, she was in 

her mid-twenties!  She was of one-quarter Cherokee heritage.   

   Miss Stinson • The Lady Aviator • Arrives At Camp Hughes •  
After Flying From Brandon Fair • – July 22nd 1916 –   
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In December 1916 the aviatrice sailed to Japan for a five-month series of 

demonstration flights.  Below, an open-top automobile is carrying her past 

a crowd of well-wishers.  “Miss Stins” is painted on the hood of the auto, 

the error likely resulting from difficulty encountered in spelling her name 

phonetically—the on in Stinson remaining all but mute when spoken.                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The caption reads, “American Queen of the Sky Miss Stinson in an auto, showing her appreciation 

to onlookers.”  All postcards created in Japan during this period display the phrase yubin hakaki      

(post card) written from right to left along the right-hand edge of the card’s address side.   

 

Katherine’s Japanese signature, set down in Katakana phonetic characters, 

is prominent on the message/address side of the lower card.  She used a 

technique still time-honored in Japan—brush and black sumi ink.    
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These uncaptioned postcards were created from photographs taken at 

Calgary’s Industrial Exhibition grounds in early July 1917.  For the second 

straight year the American flyer had crossed into Canada with her biplane 

by rail, to take part in the country’s summer fair circuit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Partridge-Keller aircraft in these scenes is the same plane she piloted 

the previous year.  In a letter sent to one of her Canadian fans, Mr. Stead, 

mention is made of, “waiting for a new plane to be finished” in Buffalo—
the Curtiss Special.  As well, she thanked him for pictures he had sent her.  

                                                                                  July 1917, Calgary 
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  Hotel Statler                 

    DDeeaarr  MMrr  SStteeaadd::  ––                            Buffalo                                   Aug  8  1917  
 

     TThhee  ssnnaapp  sshhoott  jjuusstt  rreeaacchheedd  mmee  hheerree  &&  aarree  ggoooodd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ooff  tthhee  

BBeeaarr..    AAmm  eenncclloossiinngg  oonnee  mmaaddee  iinn  GGrraanndd  FFoorrkkss..    HHee  wwaass  ggeettttiinngg  aalloonngg  uunnttiill  

hhee  ggoott  ttoo  CChhiiccaaggoo  &&  II  hhaadd  nnoowwhheerree  ttoo  kkeeeepp  hhiimm..    NNooww  hhee  iiss  iinn  tthhee  zzoooo  ffoorr    

aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  wweeeekkss..    
  

    YYeess  II  hhaadd––nnoott  aann  aacccciiddeenntt––bbuutt  ssttoooodd  tthhee  ppllaannee  uupp  oonn  iittss  nnoossee  bbuutt  

nnootthhiinngg  hhuurrtt..    WWee  ttuurrnneedd  iitt  oovveerr  oonn  iittss  wwhheeeellss  aaggaaiinn  &&  aallll  wwaass  wweellll  aaggaaiinn..  
  

    AAmm  hheerree  wwaaiittiinngg  ffoorr  aa  nneeww  ppllaannee  ttoo  bbee  ffiinniisshheedd––wwaass  ttoo  bbee  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  

tthhee  1155tthh  bbuutt  GGoovvtt..  oorrddeerrss  ccaammee  bbeeffoorree  mmiinnee  ooff  ccoouurrssee  ssoo  wwiillll  bbee  aabboouutt  aa  

wweeeekk  bbeeffoorree  II  ccaann  ffllyy  bbuutt  llooookk  oouutt  tthheenn..    
  

    WWaass  ssoo  ssoorrrryy  ttoo  hheeaarr  ooff  RReeggiinnaa’’ss  ffiirree  bbuutt  ggllaadd  eevveerryyoonnee  ggoott  oouutt  aallll  

rriigghhtt..    TThheerree  wweerree  nnoo  ddeeaatthhss  II  hheeaarr..    TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess..  
  

                                                                                                                                          YYoouurrss  SSiinncceerreellyy  

                            KKaatthheerriinnee  SSttiinnssoonn  
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Captioned “The Mascot (a bear cub)”— 

this snapshot taken by Mr Stead was 

mounted in his album, as were the 

photos below and at the top of the   

next page.            

  

The aviatrice is standing at the near side 

of the automobile, her white shoe only 

just visible on the auto’s running board.  

Edmonton’s exhibition grandstand is     
in the background.        
 

 

 

 
   
 

Tethered by a leash, the bear cub is 

being comforted by fancily dressed   

Katherine.  Her business manager      

kneeling at the right is enjoying the 

amicable scene.                

  

The snapshots that Stead mailed       

to Katherine quite possibly were     

duplicates of these photos or of  

others he had placed in his album.     
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The photo Stinson sent Stead, “Am enclosing one made in Grand Forks”,   

was actually the above picture postcard.  The biplane is a Kuhl-Baysdorfer 

she borrowed and flew while her Partridge-Keller was undergoing repairs.  

A smoke flare mounted on the lower left wing of the K-B is in full view.  

Earlier, the P-K had caught fire caused by a faulty smoke flare.     

 

 

Pictured at the left–the cub busily 

eating; at the right–the flyer and 

her Partridge-Keller biplane.      

 

 “1916” in the white-ink caption is   

no doubt a reference to the year 

that Stinson first flew in Canada. 

Enlarging the image of the auto’s 

license plate reveals the year the 

photos were taken—1917.   
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July 9 1918: The enterprising aviatrice flew from Calgary to Edmonton in 

her Curtiss Special with a mailbag that contained a reported 259 letters— 

Western Canada’s first-ever aerial mail.  An Edmonton Bulletin newspaper 

reporter described her arrival at the northern city in glowing terms:    
                

“Here she comes!” shouted a thousand voices, and many times that number of 

necks were craned upwards, and twice as many again of eyes stared into the 

grey-blue depths of the southern sky. 
 

Far away, looking like some great bird, but approaching with the speed and 

steadiness which differentiated it from any bird, was what at first was little 

more than a mere speck in the heavens.  Then the outstretched wings of a 

biplane was discernible and the up-curling rudder, marked with a big red cross.  
 

There was a rush of people to the enclosure, which police and fair officials were 

powerless to resist.  They were swept out of the way like straws.      
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In this postcard photo, a box of complimentary passes is only just visible 

on the biplane’s fuselage, directly in front of the cockpit.  The passes were 

to be jettisoned above the settlements all along the route to Edmonton.  

Anyone finding a pass was entitled to free entrance to the city's exhibition 

and agricultural fair.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
Several identifiable markings on the aircraft are clearly visible: the military 

serial number 901 atop the upper wing, Katherine’s personal logo on the 

cockpit door and the biplane’s most distinctive feature—the tail section’s 

Red Cross emblem.            
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

Stinson’s

Katherine Stinson’s personal logo 

Miss Stinson Ready To Leave With First Aerial Service Mail 
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Bowler-hatted Calgary Postmaster G. C. King is pictured here handing over 

the mailbag, as the city’s Exhibition Manager E. L. Richardson looks on. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                Special features of the Curtiss Special’s OX-5 engine system: 

                                  a. Boyce MotoMeter (heat indicator) in the radiator cap 

                     b. wind-driven air-pressured wing-mounted fuel pump 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Edmonton Postmaster G. S. Armstrong is pleased in taking delivery of the 

flown mail, city Exhibition Manager W. J. Stark standing alongside him. 
 

a  

b  
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More than twenty mailed covers transported aboard Stinson’s July 9 1918 

flight have survived, almost all of which are now in the hands of collectors.  

Five are ordinary postal envelopes.  One is a folded map sealed with red 

legal stickers (next page).  Most of the others are folded letterheads also 

sealed with stickers, such as the eye-catching cover displayed here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In this letter typewritten on Calgary Industrial Exhibition letterhead paper 

the morning of July 9th, company secretary Amy Hall informs her mother: 

“Dearest mother, – This is written in the greatest of haste, just so you 

would have a letter carried by the first aeroplane mail service in Western 

Canada and the second in all Canada; and especially as it is to be carried 

by Miss Katherine Stinson, whom you know.   

                 Yours with love, Amy.”   
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This folded letter—often referred to as the ‘map cover’—is perhaps the 

most famous of the rare Katherine Stinson covers, being that it is a letter 

written and signed by her on a piece of the map she used for the flight:   

                CCaallggaarryy  JJuullyy  99,,  11991188    

        DDeeaarr  MMrr..  RRiicchhaarrddssoonn::      AAss  II’’vvee  nnoo  nnoottee  ppaappeerr  aalloonngg  aamm  ttaakkiinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff      

        tthhee  mmaapp  II  wwiillll  uussee  oonn  tthhee  ttrriipp  uupp..    HHooppiinngg  wwee  ssoooonn  hhaavvee  aa  rreegguullaarr  rroouuttee    

        bbeettwweeeenn  CCaallggaarryy  &&  EEddmmoonnttoonn..    TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  yyoouurr  aassssiissttaannccee..      

                                  SSiinncceerreellyy,,  KKaatthheerriinnee  SSttiinnssoonn   
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At Lethbridge’s July 29-30 1918 fair and stampede, Katherine posed for a 

photograph with the rodeo champion roper.  She is named “THE BIRDGIRL” 

in the upper postcard’s faded white-ink caption.  A case might reasonably 

be made that with her small physical stature she was ’bird-like’, but she 

of course had something else in common with the birds—the ability to fly!   
 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lethbridge scene above—“KATHERINE STINSON GOING UP”—presents a 

near-perfect side view of the Curtiss Special.  In truth the biplane was 

rather ungainly, having been constructed in Curtiss’s Buffalo plant with an 

assortment of parts from other aircraft.  A greenhorn reporter at one of 

the shows described it as, “a strange sprawling bird-shaped thing.” 
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That fall, the aviatrice put her career on hold and sailed to Europe to drive 

a Red Cross ambulance.  She did not do any flying while overseas.  Shortly 

after war’s end she returned home, having contracted influenza that later 

developed into TB.  Never again was she to pilot an aircraft!     

                   

 

The flyer’s final flight in Canada was at 

Peterboro on September 13 1918.  

During her stay in that city she talked   

to the local press about San Antonio’s 
Stinson Aviation School:  
 

“WWee  hhaavvee  CCaannaaddiiaannss  wwiitthh  uuss  lleeaarrnniinngg      

ttoo  ffllyy,,  uunnttiill  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  wwee  hhaavvee  

sseevveennttyy  CCaannaaddiiaannss  aass  wweellll  aass  hhuunnddrreeddss  

ooff  AAmmeerriiccaann  ggrraadduuaatteess  ooff  oouurr  sscchhooooll      

aatt  tthhee  wwaarr  ffrroonntt..”” 
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This envelope is one of the more than 100,000 pieces of inaugural NWT 

air mail flown during December 1929.  The addressee requested persons 

well known to the public to sign his flight covers.  Mackenzie King was the 

“Prime Minister of Canada” in 1929.  Katherine Stinson’s aerial exploits of 

a decade earlier made her name familiar to a large number of Canadians.    

       

A Calgary→Edmonton re-enactment flight was carried out on July 9 2006         

in conjunction with the unveiling of a static replica of the Curtiss Special.  

Many of the letters flown, such as the one below, were letterheads sealed 

with red stickers, as had also been the case with Stinson’s inaugural flight. 
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July 9 2018: An event that marked the Centenary of Katherine Stinson’s 

inaugural air mail flight from Calgary to Edmonton was held on this date, 

sponsored by the CAS (Canadian Aerophilatelic Society) in collaboration 

with WestJet Airlines, Calgary Airport Authority and Canada Post.  
 

259 pieces of letter mail were again flown between the Alberta cities in a 

propeller driven aircraft—this time, however, in a WestJet Q400 NextGen 

78-seat turboprop!  Each passenger received one of the commemorative 

envelopes as a memento of the flight.  The balance of the envelopes were 

addressed to members of the Canadian Aerophilatelic Society as well as 

to WestJet personnel and to others interested in aviation/air mail history.             
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

It is interesting to note that the aviatrice’s 1918 flight was the first-ever 

aerial trip carried out between major urban centres in Western Canada, 

and that it comprised the first landing of a plane in the immediate area of 

present-day Calgary International Airport.  Her biplane had been forced 

down there temporarily for fuel pump repair, shortly after lifting off from 

open prairieland directly to the east of the city’s Crescent Heights area. 
 

 - - - - - 
 

[Further investigations of Canada’s early air mail are identified in resource material 

listed at the website: www.aerophilately.ca .]      
 

                     

WestJet Airlines schedules several daily Calgary to Edmonton flights    

        Gordon Mallett 

    Cdn.airmail@gmail.com  

 British Columbia, Canada 

  

http://www.aerophilately.ca/
mailto:Cdn.airmail@gmail.com

